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2   l   KRKONOŠSKÝ NÁRODNÍ PARK – Kouzlo Krkonoš



Krkonoše in numbers
AUHD� �3� kmð �the &zech side of the Krkonoše Mts. – 454 kmð, 
the Polish side of the Krkonoše Mts. – 1�5 kmð�
EOHYDWLRQ� 400 – 1 �03 m a. s. l.
HLJKHVW PRXQWDLQ� Sněžka �1 �03 m a. s. l.�
&OLPDWH� Zet, cold, highly variable, average annual temperature betZeen �� and 0 �&, 
�00 –1 �00 mm of precipitation, 150 – 300 cm of snoZpack, the mountain ridges have 
snoZ cover 1�0 days a year
MDLQ ULYHUV� Labe, %ílé Labe, Òpa, Jizerka, Jizera, Mumlava, Kamienna, :rzosyZka, 
Podgyrna, àomnica and Jedlica
TKH EHVW NQRZQ ZDWHUIDOOV� Labský, Panþavský, Mumlavský, Òpský, Zaterfalls of the 
Pudlava, Szklarka, :rzosyZka, Podgyrna river, Zaterfall of the KamieĔczyk
*HRORJLFDO FRPSRVLWLRQ� granite, gneiss, schists, phyllite, Tuartzites
9HJHWDWLRQ ]RQHV� sub�mountain �4�0 – �00 m a. s. l. – deciduous and mixed mountain 
forests� � mountain ��00 –1 200 m a. s. l. – spruce forests, mountain meadoZs� � loZer alpine 
�1 200 –1 450 m a. s. l. – dZarf pine shrubs, peat bogs, grassy tundra and glacial cirTues� � 
upper alpine �1 450 –1 �03 m a. s. l. – stony and lichen tundra�
MDLQ WUHHV DQG VKUXEV� Mountain Pine, Silver %irch and &arpathian %irch, European 
%eech, European Ash, Sycamore Maple, Silver Fir, RoZan, *rey Alder, NorZay Spruce
NXPEHU RI À RZHULQJ �YDVFXODU� SODQWV� over 1 200 species
MRVW IDPRXV RI WKHP� :illoZ *entian, Sudetic RoZan, Alpine +aZkZeed, Alpine PasTueÀ  
oZer, *olden &uinTuefoil, &loudberry, DZarf Primrose, Narcissus ThimbleZeed, Mattgrass, 
Tussock &ottongrass, Mountain Pansy, %ohemian %ellÀ  oZer, Alpine LouseZort
NXPEHU RI YHUWHEUDWHV� over 320 species, �0 species of Zhich are mammals common 
to the area, 2�� species are breeding or migrating birds
MRVW IDPRXV RI WKHP� Roe Der, Red Deer, %adger, Fox, Pine Marten, %eech Marten, 
:ild %oar, MeadoZ Pipit, Rock Pipit, &rossbill, %lack *rouse, %uzzard, :hite :agtail, 
*rey :agtail
MRVW SURPLQHQW SKHQRPHQD RI LQDQLPDWH QDWXUH� glacial cirTues, trogs and moraines, 
tors, frost�sorted soils, cryoplanation terraces, periglacial talus, avalanches and landslides, 
Zaterfalls, evorsion boZls, peatbogs
NDWLRQDO SDUNV� established in 1��3 on the &zech side, on the Polish side in 1�5�
KUNRQRãH MWV. NDWLRQDO PDUN �KRNAP� AGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� Dobrovského 3, 543 11 Vrchlabí, 
&zech Republic
KDUNRQRV]H MWV. NDWLRQDO PDUN �KPN� AGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� ul. &halubiĔskiego 23, 
5�–5�0 Jelenia *yra�SobieszyZ, Poland KRNAP Adm.
IQIRUPDWLRQ &HQWHUV� Vrchlabí, Pec pod Sněžkou, ŠpindlerĤv Mlýn, +arrachov
KPN AGP. IQIRUPDWLRQ &HQWHUV� SobieszyZ, Szklarska PorĊba, Karpacz, Domek MyĞliZski
AQQXDO QXPEHU RI YLVLWRUV WR KUNRQRãH� 3,� million on &zech side, 2,5 million on Polish side
NHWZRUN RI WRXULVW WUDLOV� &zech side – �00 km of summer and Zinter marked trails 
on &zech side, 230 km on Polish side.

1



Ridges and valleys
The Krkonoše Mts. stretch for a length 
of almost 30 km from in a northZestsouth�
east direction and form a natural border 
betZeen the &zech Republic and Poland. 
In higher elevation, there are tZo ridges 
clearly visible – the Slezský hřbet Ridge, 
or border ridge, Zhich runs along the 
state Zith Poland, and the ýeský hřbet 
Ridge, or inner ridge. %etZeen these 
ridges, close to the Luþní bouda and 
Labská bouda chalets, there are tZo large 

plateaus �called etchplains� Zith sub�arctic 
peat�bogs, dZarf pine shrubs and Nardus 
grasslands. In the southern direction, both 
ridges fork into smaller ones� mountain 
rivers formed deep and narroZ valleys 
covered by forests. The northern, Polish 
side of the mountains, built mostly from 
granite, falls doZn by steep and short 
slopes from the Slezský hřbet ridge into 
the extensive Jelenia *yra basin.
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Krkonoše climate
The Krkonoše Mts. are high mountains, 
our highest in fact, and also very cold, Zet 
and Zindy. They have the harshest climate 
of all the &entral European mountain 
ranges. Every visitor has probably experi�
enced the diႇ erence betZeen the comfort 
under the mountains and the harsh climate 
high up on the ridges. The combination of 
elevation, fog, loZ temperature and strong 
Zind is fairly dangerous in the summer 
Zinter. 
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The mountain nature has adapted to the 
cold climate, Zhich is resembles that of 
Northern Europe. 

The respect of people for the local 
mountain nature is therefore justi¿ ed. 
8nderestimating the Krkonoše climate 
does not pay oႇ . Even in the summer, Ze 
may be surprised in the Krkonoše Mts., 
for example, by the dense fog. It covers 
the ridges over 150 days a year. The 
pole markers along the trails are the best 
possible solutions in such conditions. The 
mountaineers have used and maintained 
these poles for at least 300 years.
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Mountains in winter
The excellent snoZ conditions in the 
Krkonoše Mts. attract lovers of various 
Zinter sports and tourism. Since the 
end of November till the end of April, the 
Krkonoše Mts. are covered by snoZpack 
Zhich can sometimes get up to 3 meters. 
The snoZ covered plains Zith the bizarre 
shapes of frost coated trees, snoZ ripples 
formed by violent Zinds on the slopes and 
mountain ridges, but also massive snoZ 
overhangs on the edges of glacial cirTues, 
that fall into the valleys in spring in forms 

of avalanches – this is the image 
of the six months Zhen Zinter reigns 
over the the Krkonoše nature. Even in 
June Ze can encounter striking ¿ rn beds, 
including the Map of the �&zechoslovak� 
republic. This is regularly formed on the 
south slope of Mt. Studniþní hora and the 
height of snoZpack over there can in some 
years exceed 15 meters. In good visibility, 
the Map of the republic can be seen from 
+radec Králové up to �0 km aZay.
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On the Summit of the Krkonoše Mts.
From an elevation of 1 �03 metres a. s. l., 
visitors to the highest Krkonoše, but also 
&zech Mount, Zill enjoy incomparable 
vieZs into the depths of the Obří dĤl 
Valley and distant vieZs of the &zech and 
Polish foothills of Krkonoše. Long ago, the 
mountain glaciers and torrents modelled 
the tree�sided pyramid of Mt. Sněžka� this 
mountain, Zith its Zhite snoZy cap, has 
attracted the attention of the inhabitants 
from the surrounding loZlands since time 
immemorial. Mountaineers ¿ rst climbed to 
its summit in the 13th century and later built 
the St. LaZrence chapel, tourist chalets 
and a meteorological station. The summit 
of the highest mount in the Krkonoše Mts., 
Zith its average annual temperature of only 

�0.2�& is one of the coldest and harshest 
places in &entral Europe. Strong Zind, fog 
and rainy Zeather, often also snoZ in the 
middle of summer, these are usual guides 
for tourists hiking several diႇ erent routes 
that lead to the summit. On the opposite 
slopes of Mt. Studniþní hora lie the mysteri�
ous Krakonošova zahrádka and ýertova 
zahrádka �Krakonoš garden and Devil¶s 
garden�, Zith huge variety of mountain 
À ora. If Ze direct our steps through the 
extensive mountain plateau toZards the 
distant Luþní bouda &halet, Ze are sur�
rounded for a Zhile by the uniTue Zorld 
of the Òpské rašeliniště peatbog Zhich Zill 
closely remind us of the landscape in the 
far north of Europe.
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Island of the Arctic in 
the middle of Europe
Anybody Zho has ever experienced a real 
blizzard by the chapel in the Modré sedlo 
Saddle, Zhether in Zinter or in summer, 
Zill understand Zhy the Krkonoše Mts. 
have taken so many victims, even though 
they are a relatively small and loZ mountain 
range. +oZever, that Zhich ruins a nice trip 
for the visitors and maybe even endangers 
their lives, is Tuite common for the cryophil�
ous inhabitants of the mountains from the 
realms of plants and animals. The nature 
of the Krkonoše Mts. so much resembles 
the tundra in the far north, that the highest 
&zech mountains have rightfully been 
described as an island of the Arctic in the 
Middle of Europe. 
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The mountain ridges, Zhere cold and 
Zindy northern climate reigns, are cove�
red Zith snoZ for more than 1�0 days per 
year and the average annual temperature 
does not climb higher than ���&. This is 
the home of tenacious shrubs, grasses, 
mosses and frost�resistant lichens� it is 
a Zorld of Tuaking peat bogs, rocky talus 
and deeply frozen soils, reformed into 
curious shapes by the frost and ice.
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On the trail of ancient glaciers
The deep Zaters of tZo lakes on the Polish 
side of the mountains reveal the ancient 
history of Krkonoše. During the dramatic 
cooling of the northern hemisphere at the 
beginning of the 4uaternary, the huge con�
tinental ice sheet spread from Scandinavia 
almost to the northern foot of Krkonoše. 
It Zas such cold �periglacial climate� in the 
surroundings of the ice sheet that local 
glaciers started to form on the slopes of the 
Krkonoše Mts. and they modelled the shape 
of the mountains as they Zere descending 
into the valleys. The upper parts of the 
ice ¿ lled valleys took form of deep, rock 

amphitheatres – glacier cirTues – Zhile the 
loZer parts of the ice ¿ lled valleys took the 
form of trogs – rounded 8�shaped valleys 
�e.g. Obří dĤl and Labský dĤl�. On their 
journeys the glaciers deposited piles of 
rocks, sand and clay – glacial moraines – at 
many places in the valleys. In some places 
these blocked the valley so Zell that the 
Zater from melting ice and snoZ formed 
deep lakes. The :ielki StaZ and Maáy StaZ 
glacial lakes on the northern slopes of the 
Krkonoše Mts., Zith depths of � and 24 
metres, are such Zitnesses to the Ice Ages.
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Rock castles on the mountain ridges
Frost, ice, Zater and Zind modelled the 
non�glaciated mountain ridges and in 
many places these natural forces have left 
evidence of their vigour in the form of iso�
lated and bizarrely fractured, loafshaped 
granite rocks – tors. They Zere formed in 
tZo geologically diႇ erent periods – in tropi�
cal and dump climate of the Mesozoic and 
then in the frozen climate betZeen Tertiary 
and 4uaternary� they ³emerged´ from the 
terrain after the Zater and Zind erosion 
had transported aZay the less resistant 

and more intensively Zeathered minerals 
doZn the valleys. A strange phenome�
non of the tors served as an abundant 
source of inspiration for our ancestors 
in terms of naming them. The best knoZn 
of them are the Pielgrzymy, Sáonecznik 
�Polední kámen� near the :ielki StaZ 
Lake, the Dívþí and Mužské kameny tors, 
Violík, Tvarožník, +arrachovy kameny, 
Kukaþþí skály and many other dominant 
features on both of the main ridges of the 
Krkonoše Mts.
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Slopes full of stones
The tallest slopes of the both main ridges 
in the Krkonoše Mts. are covered by promi�
nent rock seas consisting of boulders of all 
shapes and sizes. Even from far aZay, they 
attract attention Zith their yelloZ and green 
colour, this is due to the dense groZths 
of tiny lichen on the stones¶ surfaces. The 
dominant species is the <elloZ Map Lichen, 
Zith its cracked surface really resembling 
a geographical map. 

The boulder ¿ elds, called periglacial talus 
by experts, Zere formed under the rule 
of frost and ice, primarily in the ice ages 
many thousands of years ago. Rain Zater 
À oZed deep into the cracks of the rocks in 
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the frosty foreground of the glaciers, Zhere 
it repeatedly froze, during Zhich its volume 
increased by one tenth and the ice Zedges 
had no problems dealing Zith the rock. The 
surface of the granite or mica schists gradu�
ally disintegrated and broke up, and is still 
breaking up, into boulders of many shapes. 
This is hoZ the distinctive stone seas and 
boulder ¿ elds Zere gradually formed. :hile 
granite, Zhich is the main component of 

the Slezský �+raniþní� hřbet Ridge, disinte�
grates into more rounded boulders and the 
ridge therefore has a rounded appearance, 
the mica schists and Tuartzites Zhich are 
the main components of Sněžka and the 
ýeský hřbet Ridge, Zeather aZay into small 
fragments Zith sharp edges. This can be 
Zell observed on the shape of Kozí hřbety 
Ridges or the Obří hřeben Ridge, Zhich 
stands to the east of Mt. Sněžka. 
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Krkonoše glacial cirques
Even though Krkonoše have mostly round�
shaped mountains, if Ze get into any of 
the ¿ fteen Krkonoše glacial cirTues – the 
cradles of ancient glaciers – Ze are sur�
rounded by a true high mountain scenery 
of the rocky cliႇ s of Òpská jáma, Studniþní 
jámy, jámy RybníkĤ, Kotelní jámy or Labské 
jámy. +oZever, the most dramatic are the 
ĝnieĪne Kotáy �Sněžné jámy�, a pair of 
glacial cirTues in the Zestern part of Polish 
Krkonoše Mts. :ildly jagged granite cliႇ s 
toZer over 200 meters oႇ  the ground and 
because the cirTues are located on the 
shaded northern side of the mountains, the 
massive snoZ beds often lying at the foot of 
these steep rock Zalls until late summer are 

Zhat gave the cirTues their names. From 
the vantage points on the upper rim of the 
cirTues Ze can recognise the pine scrub 
covered glacial moraines on the l oor of the 
:ielki ĝnieĪny Kocioá �Velká Sněžná jáma� 
and several small glacial lakes. A perceptive 
observer Zill surely realize the obvious dif�
ference in steepness and topography of the 
Polish and the &zech sides of the Krkonoše 
Mts. :hen Ze Zalk along the trails on the 
À oors of both cirTues Ze Zill feel like Ze are 
in the Tatra Mountains or in the Alps.

+igh on the slopes of the Maáy ĝnieĪny 
Kocioá cirTue, betZeen the granite cliႇ s, 
Ze can ¿ nd a dark coloured basalt vein 
Zhich enriches the soil Zith minerals. No 
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guidebook Zill omit this natural Zonder of the 
Krkonoše Mts. As opposed to other cirTues, 
the ĝnieĪne Kotáy �Sněžné jámy�, do not 
contain any Zaterfalls� the nearest is the 
2��metre�high KamieĔczyk Zaterfall near 
Szklarska PorĊba, Zhich, together Zith the 
Szklarka Zaterfall �Zith high more than 13 m�, 
are among the most attractive Zaterfalls on 
the northern slopes of the  mountains.
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Kozí hřbety Ridges
The striking line of the mountain ridges 
above Svatý Petr Zill stay in the memories 
of visitors to this ZellknoZn mountain 
resort. The strong Zinds in Zinter lay doZn 
such thick layers of snoZ on the leeZard 
side of the sharp edges of the Kozí hřbety 
Ridges, that it is only a matter of time 
before the snoZ cornices start to move and 
fall toZards the DĤl %ílého Labe or Dlouhý 
dĤl valleys in the form of avalanches. The 
same happens on the slopes of Mt. Luþní 
hora massif, the second highest peak 
of the Krkonoše Mts. �1 555 m a. s. l.� 
For your oZn safety, you should never 
underestimate this Zinter danger in the 

Krkonoše Mts. On the &zech and Polish 
side of the mountains, there are more 
than 100 places Zhere avalanches are 
a common occurrence. %oth access routes 
to the Luþní bouda chalet are closed in 
Zinter due to danger of avalanches. SnoZ 
and avalanches are, apparently, of little 
concern to the shrubs of the Mountain or 
DZarf Pine shrubs, the dense, dark�green 
groZths of Zhich fringe the boulder talus 
and precipitous rocky cliႇ s of the Kozí 
hřbety Ridges. The tZisted, creeping trunks 
tell us a lot about the tenacity of these 
pines shrubs as they cope Zith the harsh 
conditions in the Krkonoše tundra. +idden 
aZay in their branches, Ze can ¿ nd many 
species of birds, small mammals and 
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active insects. One of them – the ground 
beetle Nebria rufescens is even a survivor 
from ancient Ice Ages. At that time the 
slopes of Kozí hřbety Ridges Zere covered 
by a permanent snoZ and ice ¿ elds and 
Dlouhý dĤl valley Zas formed by rapid 
streams as Zell as avalanches and land�
slides. It Zas as late as the 1�th century 
before mountaineers reached these places, 
founded a settlement, and mined copper, 
silver and iron ores, and the appearance 
valley belloZ Kozí hřbety Ridges sloZly 
changed.
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Mount Kotel
:hen arriving at Krkonoše, your attention 
Zill surely be focused on the vieZ of the 
mountains, Zhich can ¿ rst be seen in all 
its glory at the village +orka u Staré Paky. 
The most beautiful vieZ from here is in the 
springtime, Zhen the background for the 
aZakening spring nature is the toZering 
and still snoZ�covered ridges of the highest 
&zech mountains. The dominant of :estern 
Krkonoše is Mt. Kotel �1 435 m a.s. l. �, into 
the south�eastern slopes of Zhich ancient 
glaciers carved out the Velká Kotelní jáma 
and Malá Kotelní jáma, a pair of glacial 
cirTues Zith diverse high�mountain nature. 

<ou shouldn¶t miss the chance for a trek 
along the Masaryk Mountain +ighZay from 
+orní Míseþky, Zhich is the best Zay to 
really experience Zild character of the sur�
rounding landscape. In nice Zeather, you 
can see far into the ýeská kotlina %asin, 
Zhere you might spot the ruins of the Trosky 
castle and then the massive of Mt. Ještěd 
in the Zest, a scenery of deep rocky cliႇ s of 
both Velká and Malá Kotelní jáma cirTues, 
dark green dZar pine shrubs on the sur�
rounding slopes, as Zell as ancient primeval 
beech forest in the Jizerka river valley. The 
Mechové jezírko – the only glacial lake on 
the &zech side of the mountains – is hidden 
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in the dense spruce forest. The tZo black 
silhouettes on the northern edge of the 
Velká Kotelní jáma cirTue are Zitnesses 
to a much younger history. &lose to the 
Vrbatova bouda &halet stands the stone 
+anþ and Vrbata Monument, reminding 
us of the sporting tragedy during the 
international skiing races in 1�13. The 
farther silhouette belongs to the +arrachovy 
kameny tors – a set of bizarre granite 
stones commemorating a busy geological 
history Zhen frost, Zind and ice modelled 
the highest ridges of the Krkonoše Mts.
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By the spring of a great 
European river

In the middle of the plateau on the ridges 
of the :estern Krkonoše Mts., at 1 3��, 
� meters a.s. l., exists one of the pilgrimage 
place of these mountains – the spring of the 
greatest &zech river, the Labe. Each year, 
tens of thousands of tourists make the trip 
here, Zanting to see the ¿ rst feZ meters 
of the most famous of &zech rivers as Zell 
as the coats of arms of 2� largest toZns 
Zhich Labe passes through on its 1 0�2 km 
kilometre�long pilgrimage to the North Sea, 
of Zhich 3�� km are on the &zech territory. 

Tourist trails lead from the Spring of the 
Labe to the Labská bouda &halet or to the 
nearby rocky outcrop Violík �1 4�2 m a.s. l.�, 
Zhich rises above the &zech�Polish border. 
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Five centuries ago, one of the oldest regional 
salt trading routes, the ýeská stezka Route, 
connecting %ohemia Zith Silesia, passed by 
the Spring of the Labe. In 1��4, the %ishop of 
+radec Králové, Jan of Talmberk travelled 
here, in order to consecrate the Spring of the 
Labe. The surrounding monotonous yelloZ�
grey Matgrass meadoZs hide another notable 
feature of the Krkonoše Mts. – the Nordic 

peatbog on the Panþavská louka MeadoZ. 
In the ancient past, the Nordic tundra and its 
ambassadors, such as the tiny &loudberry, 
Lindberg¶s bog�moss, Sudetic LouseZort or 
the dragonÀ y �Aeschna caerulea�, spread 
here along the edges of the massive 
Scandinavian ice sheet. These species sur�
vive here to this day as Zitnesses to the 
ancient Ice Ages. 
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On the border 
between two seas
The deep forested valleys Zith boulder¿ lled 
river and stream beds – such is the rugged 
appearance of the &zech Krkonoše Mts. 
in places Zhere Labe springs, but also at 
the springs of its main tributary %ílé Labe 
as Zell as Òpa, Jizerka or Mumlava rivers. 
Jizera is the only one Zhich starts its Zinded 
journey on the peat bogs of the neighbour�
ing Jizerské hory Mts. After just a feZ 
kilometers, near the toZn +arrachov, it joins 
Zith the Mumlava and passes through one 
of the most romantic river valleys of the 
Krkonoše Mts. – the Jizerský dĤl Valley. 
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Short, steep slopes of the Polish Krkonoše 
Mts. are drained by rivers Kamienna, 
:rzosyZka, Podgyrna, àomniczka, 
àomnica and Jedlica. Their Zaters À oZ 
into the %altic sea, Zhereas the rivers on 
the &zech side À oZ into the Northern sea. 
Thus, the Slezský �+raniþní� hřbet Ridge 
is the Zatershed betZeen the Labe �Elbe� 
and Odra �Oder� river catchments.
Rivers and streams are home to many 
mountain animals and Zith a little luck and 
patience you can spot tZo treasures from 
the bird kingdom – the Dipper, Zhich is 
a capable diver Zhen looking for food, and 
the King¿  sher. This bird patiently Zatches 
the activity of the small ¿ sh beloZ them 
from a suitable spot and at the right moment 
turns into a sZift ¿ sher.
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Krkonoše waterfalls
The Zaterfalls are like silver ribbons on 
the mountains slopes and are among the 
favourite tourist destinations. The Krkonoše 
Mts. have our richest collection of Zaterfalls 
of any of our mountain ranges. %oth sides 
have several dozens of them – from the most 
Zell�knoZn, such as the Labský, Panþavský 
and Mumlavský vodopád :aterfalls, the 
KamieĔczyk and Szklarka :aterfalls, to 
the less Zell knoZn Zaterfalls, cascades 

and rapids on many mountain streams and 
creeks, Zhich are often hidden in the forests.
The Malý Labský vodopád :aterfall, rapids 
and Zaterfalls on the %ílé Labe, Klínový 
potok Stream, in the Sedmidolí Valley, in the 
Modrý dĤl Valley, in the Těsný �Klauzový� dĤl 
Valley above the Spa Janské Lázně – these 
are just hints of Zhere you can ¿ nd natural 
scenery Zhich is formed by the turbulent 
À oZing Zaters of mountain streams in 
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places Zith variously resistant or strati¿ ed 
geological basements. Each of the Zaterfalls 
is an original creation giving evidence of the 
dramatic history of the Krkonoše Mts. Their 
names also explain a lot of their history in 
terms of discovering and describing these 
natural creations of our highest mountains – 
Luþní, Kotlový, %alvanový, Tetřeví, Lavinový, 
Morénový, Štolový, Jelení kaskáda or 

+onzĤv vodopád. 8niTue surroundings 
of the Zaterfalls, rapids and rocky gorges 
are complemented in numerous places 
in Krkonoše by evorsion boZls, Zhich are 
created by the sZirling of small stones and 
grains of sand on the rocky riverbed. The 
largest numbers are on the Jizera River, 
Zhile visitors to the Mumlavský vodopád 
:aterfall can also admire the evorsion boZls.
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In the Krkonoše 
gardens
At the end of the longest glacier valley of the 
Krkonoše Mts. – the Labský dĤl, tourists Zill 
¿ nd uniTue scenery of the ock amphitheaters 
called the +arrachova jáma, Panþavská 
jáma and Navorská jáma &irTues. Long 
ago, they Zere the source of a massive 
glacier, Zhich ¿ lled the Labské jámy &irTues 
to a depth of dozens of metres. Today their 
mountain�forming Zorks are continued by 
the avalanches Zhich regularly fall doZn the 
slopes of the cirTues. These permanently 
forest�free avalanche runs Zere colonised by 
such diverse communities of shrubs, plants 
and animals that our ancestors came here 
to collect medicinal herbs, started to refer 
to these places in the Krkonoše cirTues as 
gardens �e. g. Krakonošova zahrádka and 
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ýertova zahrádka in the Obří dĤl Valley�. 
The richest natural locality of all on the 
&zech side of the mountains is situated 
here, in the Panþavská jáma &irTue, and its 
name Schustlerova zahrádka Zill alZays be 
remembered for one of the greatest Krkonoše 
researchers – the geobotanist František 
Schustler. +e Zas the ¿ rst one �in as early as 
1�23� to propose founding of the Krkonoše 
National Park. The most popular destinations 
include the Panþavský vodopád :aterfall, 
the silver Zaters of Zhich fall over granite 
cascades from a height of 14� metres and join 

Zith the meandering Labe on the À oor of the 
cirTue. One kilometre doZnstream, the Labe 
is joined from the left by Pudlava – its 122 
meters high system of Zaterfalls and cas�
cades is often missed by the tourists, because 
it is partly hidden in the forest. +oZever, you 
should de¿  nitely not miss an autumn visit to 
the Ambrožova vyhlídka near the Panþavský 
vodopád :aterfall. The vieZs of the À ood 
of coloured leaves on the tZisted trees and 
shrubs on the steep avalanche slopes of 
the Labské jámy &irTues is one of the most 
beautiful images of the Krkonoše Mts.

31



In the gloom of the 
mountain forest
In clear Zeather the 1 033 m high Rýchory 
massif, Zhich rises in the easternmost part 
of the Krkonoše Mts., oႇ ers Zonderful vieZs 
of the panorama of the Zhole of Eastern 
Krkonoše Mts. Zith the dominant pyramid of 
Mt. Sněžka. +oZever, even if you get there 
under rainclouds or through fog, you Zill not 
come up short. %ecause that is the right time 
for a trip into the Dvorský les Forest – an old 
beech forest on the top of Rýchory massif. 
The tZisted trunks of the old beech trees 
are Zitnesses of yearly battles betZeen the 
primeval forest and strong Zinds and severe 
hoarfrosts. The existence of the beech trees 
at this elevation above sea level is a uniTue, 
in fact.
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The torsos of these old trunks are covered by 
a carpet of mosses and polypores, numerous 
cavities also serve as hiding places for birds, 
including the &rossbill, %lack :oodpecker, 
Spotted :oodpeckers and a variety of oZls. 
Even before spring pulls its green canopy 
over the old beechZoods, hundreds of spring 
snoZÀ  ake, anemone, fumeZort and Zild 
garlic À oZers of light up their undergroZth.

Dvorský les Forest is sometimes called 
a primeval forest. The original forests of the 
Krkonoše Mts. may seem like this. +oZever, 
Dvorský les itself, Zhich Zas previously sur�
rounded by mountain villages, some of Zhich 
Zere abandoned, Zas formerly a grazing 
forest. It has gained its current Äprimevalெ 
form since farming and forestry Zere 
terminated. 
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Spruce taiga
On our pilgrimage to the mountain ridges 
Ze Zill pass through the fresh green canopy 
of the montane beechZoods, then higher 
up the slopes Ze Zill be surrounded by the 
gloom of the primeval spruce forests, Zhich 
Zill remind us of the Nordic taiga, thousands 
of kilometres aZay. It appears to be a poor 
Zorld, because the kingdom of the spruce 
is only complemented by individual roZans 
or sycamores. The ground is only covered 
by a carpet of shadoZ�loving grasses, 
ferns and mosses. %ut the spruce taiga is 
full of surprises in the form of the various 

organisms� thus, the dimly lit silence is 
sometimes pierced by occasional sound of 
&rossbills, remarkable birds Zhich mainly 
eat the seeds from spruce cones. The %lack 
:oodpecker can ¿ nd his food – the larvae 
of insects living under the bark of the tree – 
and inform us of their presence by the deep 
holes they leave in the trunks of old spruces. 
In the past, there Zere clumps of old man¶s 
beard lichens and hair lichens, Zhich almost 
disappeared from the Krkonoše forests dur�
ing the emission calamity. +oZever, these 
sensitive indicators of clean air are sloZly 
returning to the forests of the Krkonoše Mts. 
The montane spruce forests live their oZn 
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life, Zhich also includes bark insects, espe�
cially the feared Eighttoothed Spruce %ark 
%eetle. +oZever, even these beetles have 
their oZn place in the nature of the national 
park, so occasional dried out or dying 
spruce trees should not be seen as a sign 
of neglect. On the contrary, the nature, and 
not humans, should be the main manager 
and pick the best path for the forest. 
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Mysterious world 
of peatbogs
Mountains are not only steep slopes and 
rocky cliႇ s Zith Zild torrents, but also À at 
depressions on the ridges, Zhere rainZater 
accumulates and the Tuaking kingdom of 
bog�mosses spreads out. It is a Zorld of 
darkly�coloured peatbog pools mirroring the 
Zhite, doZny fruits of Tussock &ottongrass. 
The deep peatbog Zhich has formed over 
thousands of years amidst the spruce 
forest, on the À at saddle betZeen Mt. ýerná 
hora and Mt. Světlá hora at an elevation 
of 1 200 metres a. s. l., is a remarkable 
natural archive. This is because the old 
layers of broZn�black, slimy peat can 
perfectly preserve pollen grains from vari�
ous plant species, Zhich provides experts 
Zith uniTue evidence of hoZ our landscape 
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looked thousands of years ago. Even 
though the peatbog is strictly protected, 
there is an educational trail built around 
it Zhich Zill shoZ you a little part of the 
strange Zorld of forest peatbogs. If you are 
lucky you may hear, or even see, the lekking 
%lack *rouse. Visitors may also enjoy the 
vieZ of a À ood of Zhite heads of Tussock 
&ottongrass or the miniature shrubs of the 
%og Rosemary and &ranberry. Torsos of the 
old, dry spruces here are not evidence of 
the unfortunate eႇ ects of emission damage, 

but rather a real natural backdrop of a live 
peat bog, Zhich does not give the trees 
much of a chance for a long�term survival. 
The ZellknoZn ýernohorský potok Stream 
also rises on the saddle, before À oZing 
Zildly doZn its dull, green rocky channel and 
forming the exceptionally romantic scenery 
of the Klauzový dĤl Valley. An autumn visit to 
this valley Zill provide us Zith extraordinary 
experiences Zhile Zatching the kaleido�
scopic galaxy of sZirling leaves in the deep 
pools on the stream.
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Kingdom of wind 
and frost on the 
mountain ridges

+umans are usually only short�term visitors 
to the mountain ridges and are able to cope 
Zith the hazards of the mountain climate. 
+oZever, the permanent inhabitants of the 
lichen tundra had to be Zell prepared for 
the harsh life on the mountain ridges. The 
thalli of tiny mosses and lichens are able 
to survive even in strong Zind and on the 
surface of the frozen soil. <elloZ�À  oZering 
haZkZeeds protect themselves Zith dense 
groZth of silver hairs on the surface of their 
leafs and stems and the roots and stems 
of the sparse clumps of grasses anchor 
themselves in the gaps betZeen the rocks. 

The Zorld of tZo�, four�, six� and eightlegged 
animals is Zell hidden in the deep boulder 
talus or the only appear for a feZ short 
Zeeks at the peak of the mountain summer�
time. The rocky surface of the lichen tundra 
bears a uniTue signature of long�term eႇ ects 
of frost and ice, the tZo natural forces Zhich 
have created Zonderful stony pictures on the 
highest peaks of the Krkonoše Mts. in form 
of various stony polygons, furroZs, soliÀ uc�
tion mounds and cryoplanation terraces. 
The tundra of the Krkonoše Mts. is therefore 
much more reminiscent to the distant land�
scape of Scandinavia than the landscape 
of the &entral European mountain ranges. 
Krkonoše are a real and uniTue island of 
the Nordic tundra in the middle of Europe 
and Ze Zould be hard�pressed to ¿ nd their 
eTual in the surrounding mountain ranges in 
&entral Europe. 
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Log cabins and their inhabitants
Metre by metre, generations of our ances�
tors conTuered higher and higher places 
in our mountains. After several centuries 
this Zas also reÀ  ected in the appearance 
of Krkonoše. Man created a peculiar atmo�
sphere of the landscape Zhich is uniTue 
and unmistakable. Diႇ erent landscape types 
surround us in the Alps, in the Šumava Mts. 
or in the Jeseníky Mts. The scenery of the 
Krkonoše Mts. is a distinctive mosaic of 
mountain forests and forest�free meadoZ 
enclaves Zith a colourful mosaic of À oZers 
and Zith the attractive architecture of 
mountain buildings – the Krkonoše logbuilt 

chalets. Their visage emits modesty and 
humility, since the mountainous environment 
has inÀ  uenced the day�to�day life of the 
mountaineers. The style of the log cabins, 
the placing of their ZindoZs and doors to 
be Zell protected against Zind and snoZ, or 
the dormers Zith doors on the roof to ease 
the storing of hay, Ze can only be amazed 
at Zhat perfect experts on the mountain 
nature our ancestors must have been, and 
at the preciseness Zith Zhich they sited 
their houses on the slopes of the mountains. 
Even though there Zere many insensitive 
interventions into the architecture of the 
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Krkonoše mountain chalets, in many parts 
of Krkonoše the original historic buildings 
have remained and are deserving of our 
attention, and our care. This is the case 
in Valteřice, Štěpanice, Křížlice, in Mrklov, 
%enecko, %uřany, Paseky or on the Polish 
side in %oroZica, %ukoZec, JagniątkyZ, 
MichaáoZice or SosnyZka. In all these 
places, the culture heritage of our ancestors 
lives on and should set an example to us of 
the harmonic coexistence of humans Zith 
the mountain nature. 
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Inheritance 
from ancestors
Despite the rather small area and loZ eleva�
tion above sea level, the Krkonoše Mts. are 
among the most visited mountain ranges in 
Europe and its fame exceeds that of many 
higher mountain ranges Zith more illustri�
ous names. It is a landscape Zith a natural 
diversity Zhich is Zithout parallel in the sur�
rounding &entral European mountain ranges. 
This is also a landscape Zith extremely rich 
history, culture and its oZn economic life, 
Zhere tourism especially serves as the main 
source of income for the local inhabitants. 
%ut if tourism is to remain a truly perspec�
tive source of income, it must not change 
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the natural, historical or cultural values of 
Krkonoše. Therefore conserving of the attrac�
tive mountain environment does not only 
involve care for plants, animals or remarkable 
features created by Zind, ice or Zater – the 
care for the natural treasures, Zhich has been 
created Zithout our inÀ  uence for hundreds of 
thousands of years. It is necessary to care for 
the cultural heritage left for us by the genera�
tions of our ancestors. The mountain Zorld is 
a rich treasure chest of stories, telling about 
a fragile and changeable relationship betZeen 
humans and the mountain nature. It is alZays 
necessary to take from such a treasure chest 
in moderation and using our common sense.
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National park on the border
The Krkonoše Mts. create a natural north�
ern border betZeen the &zech Republic 
and Poland. Since the year 1��3 �since 
as early as 1�5� on the Polish side�, almost 
the entire mountain range – Zith an area 
of approximately �40 kmð – �454 kmð on 
the &zech side and 1�5 kmð on the Polish 
side� has had the status of a national 
park. Thanks to its uniTue natural Zealth, 
landscape beauty, easy access and 
Zide oႇ er of touristic and recreational 
options, this transboundary national park 
is one of the most visited in Europe. It is 
a mountain range full of testimony to 
ancient natural events, Zhich formed this 

part of our continent. At the same time, 
the position of the Krkonoše Mts. in the 
middle of Europe predetermines, that step 
by step, humans conTuered the mountain 
nature and changed its face, gradually 
turning the highest &zech mountains into 
a territory full of testimony to the mutual 
coexistence of humans and the mountain 
nature. In the true sense of the Zord, the 
Krkonoše Mts. represent the national 
cultural heritage of the &zech and Polish 
nations and the national park status and the 
bilateral 8NES&O %iosphere Reserve are 
prereTuisites for the preservation of such 
exceptional values.
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